Benjamin NARVEY

10, rue Yves Toudic

75010 Paris

Telephone: + 33 144 27 03 44

Mobile: + 336254671 14

E-mail: luthiste@gmail.com

Day of Birth: 16 March 1978 in Montréal, Québec
Nationalities: Canadian & French

Profession Lutenist & Musicologist

Education

Since 2004 Doctoral Degree in Musicology at New College, University of Oxford
Thesis Topic: The French Lute During the Reign of Louis le Grand
Supervisors:

Dr Suzannah Clark (Merton College, Oxford)
Dr Tim Crawford (Goldsmith’s College, University of London)
Expected date for the completion of doctoral studies: November 2008

2004-2005: Exchange with Université Marc-Bloch (Strasbourg).

July 2004: Master of Studies in musicology at University of Oxford
Thesis Topic:
Critical Elements of Enlightenment Tonal Theory
Supervisors:

Dr Edward Higginbottom (New College, Oxford)
Dr Suzannah Clark (Merton College, Oxford)

July 2002: Bachelor of Music (Honours) at Guildhall School of Music and Drama
Principal Study: Lute
Teacher: David Miller
Specialisms: Renaissance and Baroque Performance Practice

1998-2002: Studies at Guildhall School of Music and Drama.

July 1998: Diploma in Music Performance at Mount Royal College (Canada), in
association with the University of Calgary (Canada).
Principal Study: Guitar
Teachers:
Doug Stephenson
Manuel Galvez
Jacob Salomons



July 1996: Alberta High School Diploma, Western Canada High School (Calgary,

Canada)

Languages

English (mother tongue)
French (read, write, speak fluently)

Prizes & Scholarships

2008

2005

2003

2001

2000

1998

Winner of the Goldberg Foundation's 1st Musical Essay Competition
The Lute Society of America Scholarship

Joan Conway Scholarship (University of Oxford)

The Dartington Performance Full Scholarship

The Anglo-Jewish Association Scholarship

The Stephen Grigg Memorial Scholarship for Music

University Teaching

2006-present: French Baroque Tutor at Worcester & Pembroke Colleges, University of

Oxford.

Musical Instruction

May 2007-present: Lute Professor at Conservatoire municipal Darius Milhaud (Paris 4°) &

Conservatoire de Danse et de Musique (Choisy-le-Ro1)

Sept. 2000-present: Private lute studio

Sept. 1999-July 2002: Professor of Guitar at Lyceum School (private school) in London

Jan 1999-Jan 2000: Private guitar instructor with Musical Arrangements (teaching agency) in

London



Publications

Articles

- ‘Robert de Visée’s Musical Gravestones: The End of Grandeur & the Death of the French Lute’
(Goldberg MagazineNo. 51, April 2008) [Winning Essay of the Goldberg Foundation's 1st
Musical Essay Competition]

- ‘Le “luth francais”: 1’age d’or du luth baroque au Grand Siécle’ introductory chapter for TraitZ du
luth baroque(Publication of La SociZtZ Franeaise de lutBctober 2007)

- ‘Galant Continuo: Towards an Informed Approach to Accompaniment in the “Accord nouveau™’
(The Lute Society of America Quartetifay 2006)

- ‘“The Differing Temperaments of Gioseffo Zarlino and Vincenzo Galilei; An Exploration of 16th
Century Tuning Systems and World Views’ (The Lute Society Magazin€o. 64, December 2002)

Conference Papers, Colloquia & Lecture Recitals

- TheMusical Remembrances of Robert de VisZe: The Birth @biieau and the Death of the
French LutePaper given at the Faculty of Music, University of Oxford, 12 June 2007.

- OLes choses lutZesO & the OAgreeableO Culture of French Classicism: Exploring Lute Music of
the Grand Siecle as a Function of Contemporary Social Aesthétigsre recital given at the
British Lute Society, London, 21 January 2006.

- On the Beginnings of the Tombeau, the Demise of the French Lute, and the Musical
Remembrances of Robert de VidZeure recital given at the Lute Society of America Western
Seminar 2005 (in conjunction with the Vancouver Early Music Festival); University of British
Columbia, 27 July 2005.

Reviews

- @oncert de Cyrille Gersenhaber & Rémi Cassaigne “Sonetti spirituali”” (Le joueur de luth:
Bulletin de la SociZtZ Franeaise de lufhne 2007)

- @oncert de Miguel Serdoura “Les Castagnettes™: Musique frangaise pour luth baroque des XVIle
et XVIIIe siecles’ (Le joueur de luth: Bulletin de I8ociZtZ Franeaise de lutifune 2006)

Upcoming

- Qe “luth francais”: 1’age d’or du luth baroque au Grand Siécle’: introductory chapter for MZthode
de luth baroqu&Ut Orpheus, exp. Spring 2008)

-OBtes-vous précieuse?”: Refinement and préciosité in 17™-century French lute music’ (The Lute
Society Magazin&No. 79, September 2008)

-The Complete Lute Works of Robert de VisZe: A Critical Performance Eitiobury
Publications, date to be announced)



Performance Experiences (Highlights)

Solo

21 January 2006:
27 July 2005:

2 October 2004
23 June 2004:

7 March 2004:

27 September 2003:
1 July 2003:

10 June 2002:

3 May 2002:

17 November 2001:

Music of Gallot, Mouton & Weiss, British Lute Society, London.
Music of Gallot & Visée, Vancouver Early Music Festival.
Kentwell Hall (Suffolk), Music of Robert de Visée.

Holywell Music Room, Oxford, Music of Sylvius Leopold Weiss &
Robert de Visée.

Wolfson College, Oxford, music of Sylvius Leopold Weiss.
Brighton Early Music Festival, music of John Dowland.

Holywell Music Room, Oxford, music from Saizenay Manuscript.
Barbican Centre, London, music of diverse renaissance masters.

St George’s Cathedral, Southwark, music of Kapsberger, Piccinini,
Molinaro.

The Lute Society, London, music of Molinaro, Dowland, Robinson, &
Piccinini.

Continuo/Accompaniment

26 April 2007:

Songs of Dowland & Sting, with tenor lan Honeyman, Théatre de
I’ Archipel, Paris.

24-29 November 2005: Stabat Mater of Domenico Scarlatti & Premiéres vépres de Pentecote

15 October 2005:
March 2005:

27 November 2003:
27 September 2003:

Summer 2003:
10 March 2003:

1 July 2002:
15 May 2002:

17 October 2001:
1 October 2001:

July 2001:
December 2001:

of Antonio Soler, with I’Ensemble Le Palais Royal, Musical Directpr:
Jean-Philippe Sarcos, in Paris & Rouen.

English Lute Song with Ian Honeyman at La Haye Saint-Sylvestre
(Normandy).

St John Passion of J.-S. Bach, with Les Pléiades, Musical Director:
David Ward, Mars en Baroque Festival, Marseille & Aix-en-Provence.
Queen’s College, Oxford, music of Cima, Castello, Frescobaldi &
Merulo, with Le Rossignol.

Brighton Early Music Festival, Songs from the Swarland manuscript,
with Le Donne.

Music of Purcell, Monteverdi & Dering Concerts with Vinum Bonum.
Trio Sonatas by Corelli, masterclass with Rachel Brown, University of
Oxford.

Songs by John Dowland with Adam Tunnecliffe, Guildhall School of
Music and Drama.

Variety of English lute songs, masterclass with Emma Kirkby at the
Guildhall School of Music and Drama.

English lute songs with Kate Hawnt, Richmond House.

16th century Spanish songs by Mudarra, masterclass and lesson with
Anthony Rooley.

Handel’s BelshazzarEnsemble: Opus 20, Dartington Great Hall.
Rossi’s Orfeq Musical Director: Christian Curnyn, Guildhall School of
Music and Drama.



October 2001:

November 2000:

October 2000:

March 2000:
May 2000:

November 1999:

Dramatic Theatre
March 2004:

May 2003:

Blow’s Venus and AdonjEnsemble: Chiaroscurg Musical Director:
Crispin Lewis, St Mary-le-Bow (London) and St Mary Abchurch
(London).

J.S. Bach’s Brandenburg ConcertMusical Director: Tim Roberts,
Guildhall School of Music and Drama.

Purcell’s Dido and Aenea$¥insemble: Chiaroscurg Musical Director:
Crispin Lewis, St Mary-le-Bow (London) and St Mary Abchurch
(London).

Monteverdi’s LOIncoronazione di Poppédusical Director: Christian
Curnyn, St John’s Smith Square (London).

18th century Scottish guitar duets with Chris Hirst, City of London
Festival.

Monteverdi’s Vespro delleBeata Verging1610), Musical Director:
Christian Curnyn, St Sepulchre’s (London).

Placed on Musician’s Register at Shakespeare’s Globe Theatre, London.

Moliere’s Le Malade ImaginaireDirector: Celine Candiard, Le Theatre
Francais d’Oxford (in association with the Institut Franeais), Oxford.



